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SUBJECT: GOZ COMMENTS ON MTAT REPORT 
REF: (A) KINSHASA 9817; (B) CZAMISH MSG 0063 (C) 

1 . WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO COMMENT ON GENERAL BABIA'S 
LETTER, "ACCEPTANCE OF OFFER AND COUNTER PROPOSITION," TEXT OF 
WHICH WAS TRANSMITTED REF (B). 

2. IN SUM, THROUGH THE BABIA LETTER, MOBUTU DOES TWO BASIC 
THINGS: FIRST, HE REAFFIRMS HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE GROUND FORCE 
UPGRADE PACKAGE AND THE THRUST OF THE MTAT REPORT. AS WE 
INFORMED WASHINGTON PER REF (A); AND SECONDLY, HE ATTEMPTS TO 
ESTABLISH HIS FURTHER NEGOTIATING POSITION WHICH WILL CALL FOR 

A LARGER GROUND FORCE UPGRADE PACKAGE AND A TELESCOPING OF THE 
MECH INFANTRY DIVISION LAID OUT IN THE MTAT REPORT. 

3. THE BABIA MESSAGE IS VINTAGE MOBUTU. BECAUSE OF HIS 

GRAVE SECURITY CONCERNS, MOBUTU HAS CONSISTENTLY ASKED FOR MORE 
THAN WE HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO CONSIDER, AND THEREFORE THIS 
LATEST PITCH COMES AS NO SURPRISE. ACCORDINGLY, WASHINGTON 
SHOULD BE ALERT TO THE FACT THAT THE SURVEY TEAM WHICH COMES OUT 
HERE WILL HAVE TO COPE WITH MOBUTU’S THREAT PERCEPTIONS AND WITH 
THE KIND OF ZAIRIAN ARGUMENTS LAID OUT IN THE BABIA LETTER. 
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4. IN THIS CONNECTION, WASHINGTON WILL NOTE THAT BABIA UNDERLINES 
THAT THE TEAM WILL BE HEADED BY AN AMERICAN GENERAL. WE CALCULATE 
THAT THE GOZ WANTS ROCKWELL TO RETURN, BUT WE WONDER IF THIS IS 
NECESSARY, OR EVEN DESIRABLE. ROCKWELL WOULD BE PLACED IN A 
DIFFICULT POSITION, BEING FORCED, IN SUM, TO REVIEW HIS OWN 

REPORT AND - PRESUMABLY - TO REFUSE TO ACCEDE TO HIS ZAIRIAN 
FRIENDS' ARGUMENTS. WE HASTEN TO ADD, HOWEVER, THAT IF WASHINGTON 
DECIDES TO SEND ROCKWELL HERE AS HEAD OF THE SURVEY TEAM - WE 
WOULD BE DELIGHTED. IN ANY EVENT, SINCE THE ZAIRIANS HAVE BEEN 
INFORMED THAT THE TEAM WILL BE HEADED BY A GENERAL OFFICER, 

THEN IT SHOULD BE SO HEADED. 

5. LASTLY, IN LIGHT OF THE NEGOTIATING POSITIONS THAT THE GOZ HAS 
STAKED OUT, WE TRUST THAT IT IS EVIDENT TO ALL CONCERNED THAT THE 
MEMBERS OF THE SURVEY TEAM SHOULD BE CAREFULLY CHOSEN. THEIRS WILL 
BE A DELICATE AND IMPORTANT TASK. FRENCH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY AND 
DIPLOMATIC STYLE ARE PREREQUISITES. IT STRIKES US, IN THIS 
CONNECTION, THAT THE TEAM S SOUND RECRUITMENT SHOULD TAKE PRIORITY 
OVER THEIR EARLY ARRIVAL. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE LOA'S 

WILL BE READY FOR INSPECTION IN TWO MONTHS OR SO, WE MIGHT 
SHOOT FOR THE TEAM S ARRIVAL SOMETIME IN FEBRUARY OF 1977. 
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